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following ſermon, in my turn, as 
She of +54 candidates for your leftureſhip, 
TY chad” not the leaſt intention of making it 
8 and now that it makes its appearance 
in the world, is owing to ſome reaſons with 
which: I think if my duty to acquaint you. 
Alter allowing, nay rec uiring, each can- 
5 to preach, by rotation, as I then ſup- 
poſed, in order that from fo great a number 
"x might chooſe the perſon who gave the 
mot general falisfaction, it was naturak 
for 55 to'enquire how far I had ſucceeded 
in this grand point. 
The reſult of this enquiry,” if tx was' to "8 


1 friends, enemies, or neuters, was 


much more favourable than I chooſe here 


to expreſs, This reaſon alone, With thoſe 


A2 „ 


a — 


ä—m2ͤ—[—— —— — —k——— 


WA not--other, and ſtronger, reaſons fince 
red themſeſyes, I ſhoulf hav 

this ſmall offspring of my ſtudy ol 

or it ſhould only have appeared, as it did 


g-you rm the ulpit. 
am Bot v encgb co think,> but that 
e of MN faule and brethren Had greatly | 
the ſuperiority; and that, had they ought 
e to mug their performances, wine muſt 


A ee 20 el merit, 


WY 
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| ele "TT ws of 
| Nr IVE, rom the pulp! a 
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Th 25 Told 


299 other 


I. ngeavoured to incu 


h . Goch in public, mai 
| 5 5 frelh the ae age of 


M. in | 
Se 


This, 4 fay, I. ey TY ils ! 
1 8 ea Which bay Nut very . 
in the. - 9 hag 1 58 leſs, I am afraid, 


wa aa c PEI : 
| EF wilt. 


plead. my excuſe ; but 2 allure — 


a3 another Reaſon, of this | 
by . 1 5 Phat was fg 


ly eb 5. that, ns 11 ich, 8 | 

. Fl, ys och 5 
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4 will: ** chut — to 
pleaſes but I will never endeavour to do ſo 
at the expence of ſacred truths; nor will 

ever betruy the dignity of that ſacred 
offfes w which I have: had the honour to 
be called, The pulpit ſhall never, by me; 
be profftitated to flattery, or prophaned by 
baſe or Hiean „r gr the follies oak 
caprivegef” mankind. | yo 

' F would: ſeorn, were my worlly e 
ties ever? ſy” great or preſſing, to petition 
tere fen relief, - or to plead my own cauſe 
io that place where I ought only to ſup- 
Port that of wy great Lord 55 Maſter. 
For Heſe aac as the reader will ſee 
in the following diſcourſe, I carefully avoid- 
ed the moſt diſtant' Hint, che moſt diſtant = 
altafion;”'ts the ccaſion, either by way of 
petition;* direction, advice or reflection. 
Bata te return from this digreſſion, 1 

Aral! Sts: "op this-Jaſt aſſigned reaſon for 
publiſhivs, and fairly on, I have very 
taint hopes, that amidſt ſo much diſſipa- 
tien, libertiniſm, and diſcegard of religion. 
as prevails in this- age, . amidſt ſo much 

| patty Pager” oppoſition, and faction, ſuch 
a plain, unadorned diſcourſe, calculated: to 
_ Toothy or pleaſe no party, ſhould 1 _ 
great or laſting impreſſion. | 

A third reaſon therefore for my appear- 
ing thus in Peint, ie, that ſome, who wan- 

, ns tonly 
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1 
"my Andr not: to ſay r 
bad aſſerted, I could t preach ſo as to 
be underſtood, when they found them- 
| felves. diſappointed, as is moſt likely, en- 
deavoured 10 inſinuate, that I had plowed 
with another's heifer ; that — the 
erte Had any merit, it was borrowed. | 

That both theſe. reports were raiſed, 120 
no doubt endeavoured to be propagated, I 
am now Well aſſured: with oo truth or 


juſtice, ; the world - will eaſily, by this pub- 


lication, be enabled to judge ; — J hope 
this will be my: juſtification. with every 
candid mind, and Without farther excuſe, 
one Lufircaat . redſoruefoe; e Parent pro- 
eteding „„ 
3a; might . 1 reaſons but 
1 think it needles; 3 to the candid, and 
good- natured I have Gaid enough; and with 
prejudice, with a blind, headſtrong mob, 
I pretend not to reaſon. I eannot, how 
ever, conclude this prefaco without ſome 
ſtrictures upon what I have ſeen, heard, 
and, with great concern, obſerved, upon 


a late occaſion. I would not, however, 


have the word CONCERN miſinterpreted as if 
it meant the leaſt uneafineſs for my own 
particular diſappointment : they who know 
me can bear me witneſs, that as my hopes 
and expectations were far from being ſan- 
guine, it was ſrom other ſources that my 


* 


3 
| concern proceeded, and I am too mach a 
friend to freedom of mind, and even of 

ſpeech to diſguiſe the genuine "ſentiments 
of my heart, or to be afraid 0 to publiſh 
them to the world, 

I thall touch, I confeſs, upon bing very 
tender points, in doing which, as 1 ſhall 
carefully avoid every thing that may give any 
juſt offence, ſo I ſhall freely ſpeak my mind; 

ut not more freely, than _ have done | 
on this occaſion, | 

Now the fervour is abated, and men's 
minds a little come to themſelves, I would 
humbly ask, why all the late buſtle For 
what reaſon did you call upon the ſeveral 
candidates to exhibit before you, as their 


judges, ſpecimens of their oratorial abilities? . 


What an abſurd farce ! when it is plain, it 
was predetermined, upon whom your fa- 
vours ſhould be conferred? Why ſuch an 
inſuperable prejudice againſt one particular 
man? Why ſo many ridiculous, idle ſtories, 
ſo many malicious, ill-grounded reports, 
raiſed againſt him, and his friends? Shame 
upon ſuch ungenerous, ſuch unreaſonable 
proceedings! freedom, independence, in- 
fluence, oppreſſion, &c. &c. were the cry. 
Sure never were poor words ſo tortured, 

| hackneyed and abuſed ! never were terms 
uſed more vague, . more ſenſeleſs, or more 


deſtitute of any . meaning. , 


bai ks 55 over, -unheticed, . the | 
behaviour of a cettain body of men, among 
ö . of- which. I, was; 4 diligent. obſeryer, 
during the. whole. time,of.. 185 lace. buſ lle, 1 
mean the diſ——ers : they will not, ſup- 
poſe deny, how buſy they were, how: ſtre- 
noully they ſupported the part they had taken: 5 
for how much ſoever they may diſagree, in 
everal points, amongſt themſelves, into 
o many denominations. and diſtinctions 
ſoever, they may be divided and ſplit, bere 
= they united, as one man, in order to Carry - 
* their point. But here again I. muſt eater 
1 2 caveat againſt miſrepreſentation; for ſome 
, Will, no doubt, ſay, that this is blowing the 
cbdals, and endeavouring to rekindle a fire 
which, thank God, and the laws, has long 
*fince been extinguiſhed. Miſtake me not, 
I abhor, from my heart, any ſuch deſign: f 
I would freely hazard every thing in my 
power for the defence of true liberty, either 
religious, or civil. I eſteem it my happineſs 
to live in an age, and nation, in which b-th 
are ſecured by the moſt excellent laws. 
can live, 33 Aways lived in peace and 
Chriſtian charity, with men of all 3 
nations; and I chink, I may, With g 
truth, aſſert, that the body. of of « ods edel ick. 
ed clergy, at preſent, are men of known 
moderation, of the maſt catholic charity, 
But after all, I would a5. thele gentlemen 
one 


- 


w 


r 8 
5 dhe; fait queſtion ; Suppoſe any number, of 

rs of men, profeſſing pow kc mem- 
bers of the national eſtabliſhed Church, 
ſhould take upon them, even to recommend 
a miniſter to one of your congregations; 
ſuppoſe further, they ſhould ſtir, buſtle, 
a exert their endeavours and. influence, 
either out of friendſhip, or for other ends, 
to carry their point. Would you not high» 
1 amr ſuch a proceeding, as an attack 
upon your liberty? Would not the cry im- 
mediately be the toleration - act was invaded? 
I ſhall make no other application of this, 
than earneſtiy to deſire you to reflect upon 
that great golden rule of equity, common 
to all Chriſtians; Whatſoever ye would that 
men ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo un- 
to them, for this is the law, and the pro- 
phets, and let me add, the goſpel __ 

There is one inference indeed. I might 
draw, from what I have here obſerved: . 
Let the members of the eſtabliſhed church 
follow one part of the example thus ſet 
them by their di—ing brethren; let them 
live in peace, mutual love, and charity with 
them; but let them unite a little cloſer a- 
mong themſelves; let them not tamely 
give up their rights; the rights of that 
church of which they proteſs themſelves 


members. Let them join in fupporting a 


CO” which may 3 be maintained, 


confiſtent 


7 


25 [1 1 * | 
Snliſtefit with * Chtiſtian nn 3 
for an inſpired apoſtle has aſſured us, that 
we may keep the unity of the ſpirit, with 
out breaking, the bond of peace. 


Let me only obſerve farther, that Dur 


e has, at preſent, a two-fold danger 
to guard againſt; two ſorts of enemies to 
encounter; infidelity on the one hand, and 
enthuſiaſm on the other. Againſt the at- 


tacks of the former let the ſtrong arms of 


reaſon and argument be employed; let lear- 
ning and the labours of men, duly q ualified 
for the arduous taſk, be oppoſed, 40 uſed 
with dve force, and Chriftianity needs not 
fear the united efforts, the moſt daring at- 
tacks of ſpeculative unbelievers. Would 
to God we had not more to fear from 
practical infidelity! That it were as eaſy a 
matter to batter down the ſtrong holds of 
diſſipation, licentiouſneſs, and the love of 
guilty pleaſures, from which this kind of 
infidelity gathers all its forces, as it is, with 
reaſonable minds, to defend. the faich! and 
doctrines of the goſpel !—But as to the ſe- 
cond enemy, i. e. enthuſiaſm, in vain do we 
endeavour to uſe the ſame arms, ads in the 
former caſe; reaſon and argument will make 
no impreſſion; the former is damned, as the 
weapon of the carnal man only; ; the latter 
is eafily refuted, by laying claim, right or 
wrong, to a ſuperior direction. be to 

Net : | uch 
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ſuch men of the neceſſity. of learn ng, of. the 
expediency of ſtudying the ſcriptures, in the 
original languages; of being converſant with 
the ſeyeral authors who have laboured in the- 
cauſe. of ſacred learning, and in the critical 
and rational defence of. our holy religion; 
tell them that all this is highly neceſſa y for 
the clergy, in order that they may be ena- 
bled the better to defend Chriſtianity againſt 
both papiſts and infidels, and the only an- 
ſwer you are likely to receive, is, that all 
human learning ſerves only to make men 
proud, ſelf-ſufficient, enemies to grace and 
to the oſpel, and preachers, not of Chriſt, 
but of niere, dry morality. © Strange infa- 
tuation ! the better a miniſter underſtands 
the ſcriptures, one ſhould think, if he ſtudy 
them with an humble mind, the better 
will he be able to explain them to o hers. 
Is grace in the heart, ſincerity, the love of 
God and of religion, 10 blen or incom- 
patible with ſtudy, with learning, with the 
critical and rational knowledge of the holy 
ſcriptures, and of other good and pro- 
fitable authors? The apoſtles, we are told, 
were fiſhermen and tent- makers: true, they 
were ſo: but they were divinely and im- 
mediately inſpired, viſibly and powerfully 
aſſiſted, in the great work. Do any now 
lay claim to the ſame inſpiration, to the 


ſame ſupernatural, Wan E 
| i 
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if they do, fet them produce their creden 


tials. But it is time to conclude: this long 


Ad vos igitur, fratres mei, quibus idem 
ac mihi erat in votis, poſtremò appello. Ve- 
niam; ſpero, vos mihi daturos, fi errorem 
vobis paucis monſtravero, in quem inſcii 
quidem, nec mali e cogitantes, fla- 


rante nondum hoc negotio, incidiſtis, 
Gonfilium, fateor, de ſuffragiis imprimen- 
dis, mihi, æque ac vobis, placuit; quæ 
autem inde ſequebantur nec mihi, nec vo- 


bis, ut opinor, grata eſſe poſſunt. Quan- 
tum enim invidiæ, quantum turbarum, 


quantum denique communi noſtrum cauſæ 


detrimenti, inde ortum, nequaquam igno- 


ratis z quantum etiam literis, ac ſtudiis aca» 
demicis dedecoris ! Ecce decem ! qui in 


hanc arenam deſcenderunt, e quibus ple- 


rique per viam literarum et ſtudiorum, viam 
illam laboris plenam, ad ſacri miniſterii mu- 
nus, pervenerunt. His omnibus autem re- 


pudiatis, in quos tandem ſuffragia votaque 
adprobantium inciderunt! Nolim ego di- 


cere! Valeant jam academiæ ] almæ iſtæ 
matres veſtre ! Valeant ſacrorum ſtudia ! 
Valeant, fi ita res ſemper ſe habituræ fint, 
omnia ad ſtudia perferenda, ad literas ſe- 
veriores colendas incitamenta. Ecce autem 
viam ad ſacra, multo quam antehac, bre- 

| | e viorem 


S 5 * 
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11 


viorem & faciliorem ! Ad contubernium 


gregemque reverendi viri, J. W. — 
greſſus dirigite — in verba ejus jurate —cito 
inde evadetis votorum compotes. Suadeo 
autem, fratres, ut fabellam quandam, an 
Aſopicam neſcio, cui titulus, Simius et Fe- 
lis, hujus adhuc rei memores, ad animum 
revocetis. Valete, fratres fraterrimi; ver- 
bum ſapientibus. Verbum non amplius 
conc . l 


J am, 


Gentlemen, 
Inhabitants of W. C. 
and my Rev. Brethres, | 
Your real Well-wiſher, 
| and bumble Servant, 
JAMES BARCLAY. 
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N this chapter Gs . Nabe a circumſtan- 
tial account of the miracle which our 
Lord performed upon the impotent 
man, who, as the evangeliſt informs 
us, had continued in this diſtreſſed condition 
for the ſpace of thirty and eight years. The 
Scribes and Phariſees; the conſtant oppoſers 
of Chriſt and his doctrines, having nothing 
to ſay again} this miracle of healing, with 
their wonted falſe zeal, find fault that it 
was performed on the ſabbath-day; and 
having, by means of the very perſon that 
was healed, found out, that Jeſus was the 
author of it, endeavour, for this reaſon, 
to deſtroy him. They perſecuted Jeſus, 
ſays St. John, and ſought to kill him, be- 
cauſe he had done theſe things on the ſab- 
* This gave occaſion to that noble, 

that 


1 


on . vindication of himſelf, his wif. 


— the Jews, and-which the eva 
has recorded in this chapter. In the — 
of this vindication, he lays before them the 
evidences of his miſſion, and plainly proves 
himſelf to be the Meſſtah, the ſon God, | 
and ſaviour of the world, by the — 
arguments ; nh amp tothe Jews unan- 
ſwerable. It was generally admitted and 
believed, —— the unprejudiced part of 
them, that John Baptiſt was a prophet; 


naß many thought he was the Meſſias, 


and were not undeceiued, in this matter, 
till they had pg teſtimony ;' I am not, 


13 the Chriſt, but I am ſent to bear 


witneſs of him. This teſtimony you have 
recorded at large, by this ſame evangeliſt, 


n his goſpel, from v. 15. 


To .this' teſtimony our bleſſed Sa- 
—— here refers the Jews, at v. 32. 33. 
&c.. of this chapter: there is another that 


beareth awitneſs 'of me +—— Ne ſent unto 


Jabn, and he bare witneſs unto the truth —— 


6. that lam the Lamb of God, 


which taketh away the fins of the world.; 
the. very Meſſias and Son of God; and 
then you gave credit to his ng 'S 
was. truly a prophet, and as ſach you re- 
ceived him; he was a burning and a ſhining 


Aiht; and for a ſeaſon, ye were willing to 
kejoice 


— 


15 17 J 
aijoſts' in his light. But tho' this was a 
valid argument of the truth of Chriſt's 
miſſion, againſt the Jews, yet he tells them 
plainly, he had no need of it, he had great- 


er and ſtronger evidence of kis divine cha- 


racer ; ver. 36. Ihave greater witneſs, than 
that of John: the works that the father 
hath given me to finiſn, the very works 


that I do bear witneſs of me, that the fa- 


ther hath ſent me: they expected the Meſ- 
fiah to work miracles; lo, now they ſaw 
miracles, the moſt wonderful works, per- 


formed by one who claimed to be ſent from 
God); he was therefore, by this mark, the 
promiſed and then expected Meſſiah. 


- Laſtly, Jeſus refers them, for the ng. 
mation of his character and miſſion, to their 


on ſcriptures, to their law, and to the 


prophets; Search, ſays he, in the verſe 


before my text, the ſcriptures, for in them 


ye think ye have eternal life; and theſe are 
they which teſtify of me —— Moſes him 
ſelf wrote of Me, your law. was a type of 
me; your prophets propheſied of me: 


ſearch the ſcriptures; conſider carefully and 
_ impartially/ the marks and characters you 


therein find of the promiſed Meſſiah, and 


ſee if they do not all agree in me; theſe 


are they which teſtify of me. But ſtill the 
Jews were not to be convinced; their hearts 
nd had- hardened 15 the Higheſt" 3 


Ti 18 7] 


fan . wete their prejudices againft the 
purity o the doctrines gorge Jeſus taught; 


againſt the meanneſs of his appearance, 
Which did, by no means, anßwet the vain 


and flattering ideas they had conceived of ; 
the Meſſiah, as a mighty prince, and uni- 


verſal CONqUEFOT 3 and againſt all change 


in their preſent rites, traditions, and gere- 


monies, that they could, we ſer, and did 
vbſtinately and out againſt. the higheſt 

evidence that heaven itſelf could give of 
N Telus! being the, Meſſiah, even = very Mm 
_ Facles.. It was not therefore Want of evi 

dence, but pride, prejudice, the abſtinacy 
of their wills, and their love of ſim, that 
hindered them from believing in Jeſus, re- 
ceiving bim as the Chriſt, and be becoming 
his bales... Well therefore might the 
bleſſed Va E of. 222 1 he 


2 here uſed, N in — * 
What ig meant by coming. t Ghtift, and 
what. that life is, which, hy coming to 
Chtilt. We Mall certzinly obtain. 11:28] 
+1 2S$KEDNDL Y,. That hleG ye cee 40 
* the way of hie appoinument, ve 

cannot. have this = 2008 thus the teit may 


well 


* 
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e 

wat be fifiderſtood ; | if ye will not conte 
unto me, ye cannot have life. 5 

Fix DIY, I ſhall endeavour to ew, 
that whatever men may pretend, it is not 
the want of ſufficient evidence for the 
truth of the goſpel, or any deficiency in 
the religion of Chriſt, but ids; prejudice, 
hardneſs of heart, obſtinacy of will, and 
love to fin, that are the cauſes of men's 
diſbelieving the goſpel, or of their diſo- 
beying, and living contrary to its precepts. 
Ye n not come unto me, 2 Je —_— . 


1 75 55 


"Didi OY Ghai to als briefly 
to explain the terms here uſed; or, in 
other words, thew what is meant by co- 
ming to Chriſt, and what that life is, 
which, by coming to Chriſt, we ſhall cer- 
tainly obtain. 

To come to Chriſt; 3 in the loweſt Senſe 
of the word, is to take upon us the pro- 
feſſion of his holy religion; to become, by 
| baptiſm; members of his myſtical- body, 
the church : and thus every one who, in 
the days of our Saviour, was baptized into 
his name, and and profeſſed faith bn him, as 
the Meſſiah, may, in this ſenſe, be (aid 
39 oh come unto Chriſt. And thus all 

who, by the preaching of his a 
ny,” and of the firſt propagators of be 
E 2 goſpel 


10 1 1 
giſpal; ee the faith of Chris, Wy 

were baptized into this faith, may likewiſe | 
be ſaid to have come unto! Chriſt, i. e. to 
have profeſſed themſelves his diſciples: | 
and thus, in every. age of the Chriſtian | 
church, down; to this time, whoever are 
admitted into his church, by baptiſm, and 
continue in the viſible communion thereof, 
may, in the like ſenſe, be ſaid to come 
unto Chriſt. But many of thoſe from the 
beginning, notwithſtanding their baptiſm 
and outward profeſſion, never truly came 
unto Chriſt : many, 'tis to be feared, at 
this day, never truly come unto him, never 
come in ſuch a manner as to have from 
him life and ſalvation to their ſouls; 

For it is not barely the outward 50 | 
of Chriſt's. religion, but true faith, the 
real, inward perſuaſion of the mind, grace 
in the ſoul, and univerſal holineſs in heart 
and life, that can make any one truly a 
Chriſtian; and none but ſuch, in a true 
and ſaving ſenſe, can be id to come to 
Chriſt. To come therefore unto Chriſt, 
in the ſenſe of my text; to come in Kick ö 
a manner as, by coming, to have life and 
ſalvation i in and through him, is to come 
to} him, by a true and lively faith. This 
is one great and indiſpenſibſe condition of 
the . goſpel falvation, he that believeth - 
thall oa faved- 


he that believeth not, 
|  fhall 


F 
ſhall be condemned. Believe in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved- This 

is the true, genuine ſenſe of the phraſe in 
my text; ye will not come unto me; i. e. 
ye will not believe in me, that ye might 
have liſe; and is the ſame which our Lord 
expreſſes, in other words, in ch. viii. v. 14. 
of this goſpel, if ye believe not that I am 
he, ye ſhall die in your ſins. But neither 
muſt this be a dead and lifeleſs faith, a 
mere aſſent to the great truths of the goſ- 
pel; but -ſuch a faith as worketh 
by love, and purifieth the heart; ſuch a 
faith as is always accompanied with repen- 
tance and new obedience ; a real, vital, 
principle of action, wrought in the ſoul, 
by the operation of the divine Spirit, real- 
ziazing to the mind the great things of God 
and religion, and enabling the Chriſtian to 
look upon theſe, though abſent and future, 
as the greateſt .certainties, leading him from 
the vanities: of time to the awful concerns 
of eternity, and conſequently to a ready 
and chearful compliance with every.com- 
mand and precept of the goſpel. This, 
and this only, is the true faith of Chriſt ; 
and to come to him with ſuch a faith; to 
come to him, depending on him alone 
for pardon, for reconciliation with God 
and eternal ſalvation, is to come unto him, 
as our text directs, | in ſuch a manner, as 


by 


24 1 by 
0 through-bim we may have l aa 
ſalvation unto our foukc But to come unto 
__ Chriſt e mult not only be vitally united 
to him, by a true ſaith, but we muſt alſo, 
if 1 may de allowed: the expreſſion, con- 
tinue coming unto him, by the diligent 
uſe of all thoſe divine ordinances which he 
has inſtituted and appointed in his church, 
for drawing us fil} nearer to himſelf; for 
cementing more cloſely that union between 
him and the members of his myſtical body, 
which was begun in baptiſm, is ; Arengthen- 
ed and improved by faith, and continues 
to grow more and more perfect and com 
pleat, as we increaſe in grace, and grow in 
the true, ſaving knowledge of our God 
and Saviour. — this growth in grace, 
thĩs true, experimental knowledge of God 
and religion, ariſe from, and are cultivated, 
in a very great meaſure, by, a conſcientious, 
 fincere, and conſtant uſe, and 1 
ment of all the appointed means of grace: 
the truly pious man, therefore, will come 
to Chriſt in every divine ordinance, in 
every religious duty. He will come to him 
in prayer, will earneſtly endeavour, in the 
ſilent retirements of the cloſet, to enjoy 
communion with the father of his fpirit, 
and with the Saviour of his ſoul. He 
comes to Chriſt whenever he comes into 
flo courts of God's houſe, into the wor- 


ſhipping 


* 


4 

ſhipping aſſemblies of his people; When 
and with one mouth, offered up to God, 
in the name of His ſon Jeſus He cbmes 
to him to receive ãnſtruction from hit 

boly Word, by the mouth ef his miniſtert. 
In a particalar manner we come to Chriſt, 
when we appioach' te his holy table, there 
cConveyed to us, confirmed and ratifred; 
under this great ſeal of our Satiour and 

King, 10 our ſouls. From theſe holy or-. 
Chriſt the fountain, we draw bur ſpirituil 
ſtrengtk and ſupport, and by a diſigant, 
we come to Chriſt; in che ways of his own | 
appointment, and thereby obtain life ſto our © 
ſouls. May it not, therefore, with great x 
jaſlice and propriety, be ſaid to all who 
Chriſt, that ye might have life? But what, 
truly coming tu Chriſt, e ſhall certainly | 
obtain ? I anſwer, this liſe is two-fold, - 
ritual and eternal. We are told by St. 


L 41] 
Paul; that all men are dead in treſpaſſes 
| ol fins, or, as our church expreſſeth it, 
far gone from original righteouſneſs: 
0 this death we are raiſed by Chriſt, in 
our baptiſm, which is therefore called the 
laber of regeneration, the renewing of 
that divine life in the ſoul, which the 
firſt Adam loſt by his fall, and in him all 


his: poſterity, and the ſecond Adam -came 


to revive by his death and reſurrection, 
and by the ſanctifying influences of his 
ſpirit; in the uſe of this holy ſacrament, 
N this ſpiritual and divine life, though 
conveyed 597 baptiſm, is too frequently 
nay, often totally extinguiſhed, 
bysthat corruption of our nature which re- 
mains in us, even after baptiſm. The life, 
therefore, ſpoken of in my text, which 
Ohriſt promiſeth to thoſe WhO come unto 
| nd be that renovation of our ſinful 
and corrupt nature, which he beſtows upon 
all who repent and truly believe in him. 
Yerwill/not. come unto me, that ye might 
have life eye will not forſake your — and 
by: faith-in me, as the Redeemet, accept 
of that deliverance from the power of fin, 
from the bondage of 'corruptiony which 
by believing ye might obtain; for if the 
ſon make you free, hen are ye free indeed. 
It is then the life of Ainewaksturd, che life 
of grace, the life of faith, which by co- 
4 FT 3 ming 


ining to Sil, B or PET with him, 
by abide ir him as the branches in the 
vine, We all not” only enjoy and parti- 
eipate of this divine life, in this our pro- 
bationary ſtate; but ſhall, moreover, Have 
the comfortable afluratice! of eternal life 
and though this liſe is no hid with Chet 

in God, yet When he, who is our life, ſhall. 
appear, Foc ſhall alſo then appear” with 
him in 'glor N bis 1 me to 
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58 Coe Ur „Ther une we 
come to ＋ in the Ways of his ap- 
bointmef HG cannot obtain this life, 
whether bo pda or eternal: for if by 
life, we underſtand what the ſcripture Calls, 
the being born again, the fitſt reſurtection) 
the redeiip tioff of the ſbul froth the death 
of fin; Wed that ſtate of cotraprion Whichy 
the fall has brought upon the hun race; 
chis is the purchaſe of the *Redevhict's 
blood: I am come that ye might have life/ 
In hitn;" 5 St. John, -was "life, and that 
life” was the light of men. NS. if ah, 
repentance, and new 6bediefice ; 3 40 
diligent uſe of all the means of glace bees: 
come to Chriſt, as has been ſhe wn above 
it is plain, frbm ſeriptute and the perl 

enee or 0 N ul, that „ 
4 10 2 3 17 II 2 fe: 
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life is” earned o am 1 pexfeticd, 
in the ſonls of, believers, by. theſe vety 
] — 9 Thus ve welt in Ehriſti and 1 
us, and by virtue of gur nien with 
bim and communion: with che other mega- 
8 pf: his myRtical:body,! We art one! with 
Chit, and Chriſt with us, and ger iye from 
Fm, as the branches) from che vine, en: 
__ Unpual-ſupplies of ſpiritual Reengrh, ; Bag 
without faith, and thoſe other means juſt 
mentioned, we ate cut off from Chii it, 
and from every hope ef enjoying the: di- 
| Vine and ſpiritual life. ai ins i 
Again if by life We underſtand. tern: 
bt Abi elle K an gift of, Gpd, through 
gut Lord Jeſus Chriſt. For Old great Parr 
gt that redemption, - which, he . obtained 
Ke the. ons, off men, v. the mitch e of: 
gerne! life, the recovery; of pur tie to. that 
Which was loſt and, for feited 
* the belt tranſg greſſion : in this ſenſe 
Chit, calls/- biff the reflirredtion and 
thel life and this is the ;meaging: af St. 
EU when bent, (tus 98. Dy-mapy, EY! 


namely by che man Chriſt Jekus, (camo. 
ſo the reſurrection; from the dead ; from: 
all; Which it muſt noceſſarily follow, that 
if wet de not come fo Chriſt, by faith, by 
repentance,. in the ated of 1 


[227 1 
if geen, e to fin in the ways of js 


 orfligances, and abide in him by the prac- 
po and in the conſtant exerciſe af pit 
dęyotiog, we can neither * life co 
* ſouls here; nor can ye entertain an: 
ſolid hopes f eternal liſe. and happineſs 
hergafter; for be that believeth , on the 
ſon, hath everlaſting. tif, but he that ha- 
lievech not, ſhall never ſee life; the gift of 
God is, indeed, eternal life; but he be- 
1 it only in and through wy an 
Jeſus. Icome nom, | 33) - ee, 


\ TaizpLY and Latrer, To 8 
to ſhew and prove, that, whatever men 
may pretend, it is not the want of ſufficient 
eyidence for the truth of the goſpel, or 
any deficiency in the religion of Chrift, 

but pride, prejudice, hardneſs of heart, 
_ obſtinacy of will, and the love of ſin, that 
are the cauſes of men's diſbelieving the goſ- 
pel, or of their diſobeying and Toi iving con- 
trary to its precepts. Ve will not come 
unto me, that ye might have life. This 
was certainly, - J have obſerved above, 
the caſe with the Jews, to whom our hleſ- 
ſed Saviour addreſſes himſelf, here in my 
text, They ſaw his mighty works; they 
were forced to own them to be true and 
real miracles; but inſtead of admitting 
them as eyidences of his divine miſſion, 
6 | D 2 they 


| FEY ts aſcribe! ſome e em to 
the power of the devil; he caſteth out de- 
vils by Beelzebub, the prince' of the de- 
vils: "ſome of them they affect to deny, 
till forced, by the moſt irreſiſtible evidence, 
to admit them: this was the caſe when 
Lazarus was raiſed from the' dead ; ſome 
that ſaw it, believed not; at leaſt they 
ſeem to have been determined againſt con- 
viction; they went and told the Phariſees, 
with a malicious intention; and they, upon 
this, determine to put Jeſus to death, left 
the many miracles he wrought, and par- 
ticularly this great and glorious one, ſhould 
convince the whole wang that he Was in- 
deed the Chriſt. n be 

When our bleſſed Parkbr had . 
ſight to the man that was born blind, the. 
would not believe him, either that he Bal ; 
been blind, or reſtored to fight. by Jeſus, 
untill they called his parents, who confirm- 
ed the former, namely, that he was their 
ſon, and that he was born blinds and when 
batt could no longer doubt of the latter, 
to God ; we know that his! PREY 
ner ; an inference direQty contrary to truth, 
nay, to their own opinions; for they held, 
In general, that no man could So ſuch 
mighty works unleſs God were with him. 


_ ought, 3 had they not wil- 
ful ly 


TO 7 
fully: hardened” their hearts againſt con- 
n, to have ſaid to the perſon Who had 


Bath given ſuch power to men, and 
-hath, according to his promiſe, by his 
holy prophet, ſent him who now thus mi- 


received his fight, Give glory to God, who - 


raculouſſy opens the eyes of the blind, and = 


reſtores feet unto the lame. At other 
times they perſecute Jeſus for healing on the 
fabbath-day, contrary to the common ſenſe 
of all men, and their 'own practice, who 
would not, even the ſtricteſt of them, have 
{crupled to put forth their hand, on that 
day, to' ſave the life of their beaſts. But 
npobrichſtandiog all this evidence, all theſe 
_ glorious diſplays of divine -power and * | 
neſs; notwithſtanding the holy life, the pure 
and heavenly Jodtrine of the bleſſed Jeſus, 
the Jews would not believe, would not ac- 

knowledge him to be the Meſtah; ; would not 
come unto him, that they might have life: 
what were the reaſons of their incredulity, the 
cauſes of, their hack wardneſs, in embracing 
the offered terms of ſalvation? They were 
their prejudices, their miſtaken notions of 
the natute of the Meſſiah's kingdom. Is 
not this the carpenter's ſon ? can this be 
that mighty prince and deliverer, who, ac- 
cording to their groſs and vain imagina- 
tions, ſhould be the conqueror of all the 
Kingdoms upon — Next to their pre- 


judices, 


Lese J 

FAO their | pride hindered. them 
2 uno.» Jeſs, ag the Chriſt. 
| ahr Rylers, or of the 9 bo. 

Fro nchim! No; they werg 00 e 
and had top high. an opinion of themſelves, 
and cheir own leaming and , conſequence, 
to believe or follow, the meal. and lowly 
Jeſus. They loygd tha praiſe of men more 
than the praiſe f God, and therefore. 

though in their minds many were convin- 
ced, ygt they would got openly. profeſs 
their belief, becguſe; of; the Rulers and 
Phariſees ;. this our Sapiour, ig this very 
chapter, reprogcheg them with; I receive 
not, fays he in the verſe after my text, ho- 
nut fem men; but Hkngw that ye have 
not ot the love of Gel in v: your minds 
are Jpfluenced | in religipn by, motives. of | va- 
nit and pride; how then can e believe, 
ho receive hongur one from another, and 
ſeek not the hongur which cometh from 


Cod only ?  Apatbes cauſe of their-rejet- 


ing Jeſus and his doQrine, was their hypo- 
5 5 and their leye of fin. For this our 
baviour often and Wanke reproyes them, 
and pronounces many. and great waes againſt 
them, for their \mapy; h conc "= 
vices; for their abaminable Ppexarications 
and perverſioas of the divine law. & bauen | 
ye 2s another pbſtagle of their 


fa and * Jeſus as the Sha. ment 
| | tion 
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phi 75 ment, t Ye, mall {pare ql 16 0 
vou e 5250 5 0 enl 107 60 wi fare 


ther upon. it Fi pre ſent. Theſe 74 
the, cauſes. w "wh rs "Jews x 15 5 
W e Joo 2 
his n hp. 7 


the, tog great . 

ho pro TE 

| l. * ſe {es 
me fat . my 


N. Let me only. alk. the dif- 
Fs: Ipel,. who, ink nat come 


28 . gad ur, 5. 
* cannot * FATTY Ne 
of. 


5 _ 32 
of his bein ng be 4 of G $5 * pdt. 
juthofity td eſtabliſſi ble ral gion, 48 
velation from God, whether 5 Has rn 
ly and. impartially 1 every. p part, 1 
this Evidence : NE has diligen 
onſidered the poſſibility "cobability 97 55 
e ling! his 0 1 * 90 chleren of 
men, by other ways than by the light of e 
n; eſpecially as this light has been 
the confeſſion &f the pelt men in over 
age, and from univerfal experience, 8 act 
mſufficient to guide men to the tris khow- 
ledge and worſhip of the only tfüt G, 
Witneſs the 8 7; idolatry 1 Hind ü 
perſtition, the dreadful ignorance *of thing! 
divine, Which have'16 univerſally, evailed; 
| I et prevail, Where fevelatiof Leer wan? 
ti 9 therefore, tfiat 44g 
” the Father and 3855 
tional creation; "Would, in 
pity 70 I orion reveal himfelf to 
them, and thereby teach them their” duty, 
both to himſelf and to one another; and 
how to ſecure their” preſenit ald Future 
happineſs, cannot, as theſe” then, aſſerte be 
an "abſurd or irrational” ſuppoſiton. Hat 
thou, O mighty man of reaſon! ever duly 
weighed © the © antiquity of the Writin 1 of 
Moſes and the prophets rh the ſtrong 
A; "brat, not on: of | veracity, . Foie 
we habe of the moſt an- 
T nne u "cient 


29 


cient , and authentic profane hiſtory, but 
alſo of a divine original? The account there 
given of the creation is by far more agreeable 


to reaſon, than the beſt of thoſe which 


ancient or modern paganiſm has produced; 
that in particular of the fall of man, with 
the confequences attending it, eſpecially the 
univerſal, degeneracy of human nature, 
is confirmed by _ the experience of all 
ages and nations. = Haſt thou 
compared the prophecies - of tlie Old 
Teſtament, eſpecially thoſe concerning the 
Meflias, with their accompliſhment, - in 
the perſon, actions, and ſufferings of Jeſus 
of Nazareth; in the New ? Haſt thou well 

conſidered the ſtate and condition of the 
Jews, ſince the death and reſurrection of 

Chriſt, and how exactly he foretold the 
deſtruction of their city, the diſperſion of 
that race, and the wonderful propagation 
of his goſpel ? And canſt thou not ſee the 
hand of God in all this? Thou art certainly 
acquainted with the nature of our holy re- 
ligion ; with the purity of its doctrines and 
: 99 1 25 z nay, in this Chriſtian land, thou 

aſt been, in thy early years, inſtructed in 
all theſe ; and yet, now behold ! thou haſt 
left thy firſt faith; now thou denieſt the 
Lord that bought thee, and accounteſt the 
Blood of the covenant an unholy thing. 
But is there no other cauſe for this thy a- 
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| Be than the pretended wank * ei 
dence; the feming, impoſſibility. of mi- 
racles ; or the myſterious parts, of the 
Chriſtian faith? —— Is there no prejuc ee, 
no bigotry, no unwarrantable zeal, which 
men of this ſtamp. ſo. often reproach be- 
Hevers. with? Is there, 1 fay, nothing of 

all this at the bottom ot ſuch men's infide- 
1. and oppoſition to the goſpel? i here 
be, their oppoſition is to be lamented, but 
not to be wondered at. Is there no it 
grounded confidence in themſelves, in their 
4 and knowledge ; no pride, no 
vain conceit of the all-ſafficiene of human 
reaſon, which ſuck men exalt into the 

place of God himſelf ? Is there, I fy, 
nothing of all this, which -hinders Gow 
from coming to Chriſt, accepting him for 
their Saviour, and ſubmitting to the laws 
f his goſpel ? If there ſhould be, and if 
the goſpel ſhould be true, which none of 
the infidel tribe have ever yet demonſtrated 
to be Abit how great, how dreadful, 
is their danger? and, without a deep and 
ncere repentance, how juſt, and yet how 
terrible, will be their judgment and con- 
2 ? Let all who doubt, or diſbe- 
heve the goſpel of Chriſt, ſeriouſly lay this 
to heart, Jett, while they think they are 
oppoling what they are pleaſed to call 
prieſteraft, bigotry, and ſuperſtition, they be 
found 


| T 35 |] 
ſound to fight againſt God. But perhaps 
chou diſbeſieveſt the goſpel, becauie 
findeſt the precepts” thereof too ſtrict for 
thy ptactict ; thou wilt not come unto 
Chrift, becauſe theu will dot take hib 
yoke upon thee ; becauſe thou canſt not 
beat to fabtit tothe purity of his do- 
tr ines; art unwilling” to 'facrifice”" 
lifts, thy carnal plesſſures, the gtatifi- 
cation of thy ungoverned paſſions and ap- 
zetites to the obedience” of the 1 — | 
In this caſe, my bfethren, infidelity, 'tho' 
5 be much lamented, is not be wondered 
; ſuch” 6ppoſers of the goſpel are a- 
Sat the truth of it, and unwilting to ad- 
mit it as a divine law; becauſe, in all its 
threatnings, in all its rules and precepts, 
in All its obligations, it is againſt chem. 
They dare” not own that Chriſtianity -is 
true, becauſe, by this confeſſion, they 
wonld ſet the ſeal to their own condemna- 
tion. And indeed,” my brethren, this, 
namely hardnefs of heart, an obſtinate at- 
tachment to fin and ſinful pleaſures, the 
love of this world and its vanities, are the 
great bars that keep ſo — who even 
prozeſs to believe the goſpel , from truly 
coming to Chriſt ? from coming to him, 
in fach a manner, as to have life and ſal- 
vation from him. This is the cafe of all, 
who tho' in words they profeſs to know 
| E 2 God, 
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Go d, ei e in Chriſt, at . 
they deny the one, and, as the apoſtle ſays, 
crucify the other afreſh, and by their un- 


holy lives, put him to an open ſhaine, 


Theſe come indeed unto Chriſt, as far as 


to be admitted into his church; they come 


indeed, by an outward, formal profeſſion, 


into the outer courts of the temple; but 
they never enter within the vail; they 
are ſtrangers to that power of religion, 

the mind; to that inward life, hich 


Chriſt gives to all, that by a true faith / 


come unto him; and the reaſon of this is, 
they either depend entirely upon their 


dee, profeſſion „and ſatisfy themſelves, 


that no more is meant, by coming to 
Chriſt, than- a bare compliance with the 
externals of religion, an cut ward attendance 

ordinances; or elſe they are wedded 
to their luſts, and hug their iniquities in 
their boſom, and vainly imagine, in the 
mean time, that ſuch: a dead and. fruitleſs 
faith, ſuch an empty, unmeaning profeſſi- 
on, ſuch a partial practice of only ſome 
parts of their duty, will be ſufficient, for 
their acceptance with God. How juſtly 
may our bleſſed Saviour expoſtulate ih 
both theſe: ſorts of men, ye will not come 
unto me, in ſpirit and in truth; ye will 


date Mens: your Gate * take my yoke 


| POR 


K ei... 
pon you, ye will not come unto, me: chat 
e might have life? : 5 
"Aſk now the carnal voluptuary, the ſons 
if riot and debauchery ; if they will come 
unto Chriſt? No they will not come, un- 
leſs they can, at the ſame time, bring all 
their luſts and pleaſures with them ; but as 
this cannot be; as there can be no com- 
munion between Chriſt and Belial; they 
will not come, they will not forgo! their belo+ 
ved figs, . to theſe they will cleave, and leave 
Chriſt, and his religion to thoſe ſober fools, 
as they call them, who prefer their ſouls to 
their luſts, the pleaſures of religion tothoſe 
of animal ſenſe, arid the intereſts of eter- 
nity to thoſe of time. O how juſtly m 
it be ſaid of ſuch, they will not, they ob- 
ſtinately refuſe to, come unto Chriſt, that 
they might have life? Again aſk the man 
of this world whoſe mind and affections 
are wholly ſet on the things of a preſent 
life; aſk the covetous worldling whoſe 
God i is his money; who fays to gold, thou 
art my hope, and to the fine gold, thou art 
my confidence; aſk. ſuch men, I fay, if 
they are willing to come unto Chriſt ? 
They will come, perhaps, as far as a com- 
pliance with outward forms, will lead 
them, they will attend upon ordinances, 
and appear in the worſhipping aſſemblies 


of God's * ple, if the more important 
buſineſs 
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elle co 5 5 ; ae they 
with clean hands, clear from op- 
prfign 1 and injuſtice, With chzritable d . 
they can, never find acceptabce, 
: [hands even, o , merciful ;S: aviour 
180 dard ſayings, which they Cannot 
an and If. they cannot ſerve 504 and 
a at the ſame time; they will, 
2 the Os and: ene = 
4 they # W fi not, on ter ms. 0 con 8 
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| 4 2p aca but does juſtice to 
d perhaps to this negative be. 


5 al gonſtant attendance u i they 


alk, I fay, ſuch. men, if t 
ome. "voto 'Chrill ? the 85 
likely, will affront 


| 5. 10. e already come to 
Cheilh;. pi hg. hs his. name, and af leaſt 
nue . his comm e * lo far 
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| indeed; as they forbear what the goſpel has 
forbidden, they ate Chriſtians. But what 
fays the law and the teſtimony, in this caſe ? 
depart from evil and do good; ſeek peace, 
peace with God, as well as man, feek this 
peace and enfue it. I would aſk ſuch a per- 
n, and let all ſuch lay their hand, on 
their hearts, and anſwer to their own con- 
ſciences; haſt thou ever come to Chriſt, 
with a deep and due ſenſe of thy loſt condi- 
tion, thy need of a Saviour? haſt thou 
ever come unto him, by a true faith, ac- 
cepting him as thy only Saviour, thy right- 
eouſneſs and falvation ? haſt thou ever come 
unto him, with a hearty, thorough repen- 
tance, with an univerſal hatred to every fin, 
and with firm reſolutions of holineſs and 
new obedience ? haſt thou ever come unto- 
him, with earneſt defires after the divine 
life, with heart felt longings of being re- 
newed after the image of God, and of 
Chriſt,” in righteouſneſs and true holineſs ? 
haſt thou made any progreſs,” in the great 
work of religion? is thy heart poſſeſſed by 
the love of God and of Chrift ; and doeſt 
thou truly love thy brethren, for God's 
ſake ? is thy mind purged from envy, ha- 
_ tred and malice; and from all prevailing 
_ impurities ? does the love of God and oc 
Chrift conſtrain thee to be holy, harmleſs 
and undefiled, meek; merciful and forgiv- 
ing: 


DO 
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ing? are thy affections ed from * va⸗ 


nity of time, to look into, and long aſter 


the riches of eternity? If this be thy « con- 
dition, happy art thou; thou art truly 
come_unto Chriſt. | But if thou knoweff 
nothing of all this; if thou art yet a ſtran- 
ger to this religion of the heart, to this life 
of God in thy ſoul; I muſt not, I dare not, 
flatter thee, thou art ſtill in the gall of bit. | 
terneſs, and in the bond of i iniquity. But 
here, my brethren, I would not be under- 
ſtood, as if my deſign was to decry moralit 

or depreciate good works, God forbid E 
I would, only place them on their right 


foundation, and ſet faith and works, the 
externals of religion, and its inward power, 


in a true light, Good works are one con- 
dition of thegoſpel, covenant ; but always, 
in ſcripture, joined with faith, and ſuppo- 
ſed to proceed from it, as each ſpecies of 
fruit from its proper tree; as naturally, as 

ſtreams flow, from their fountain. Men 
may talk as long, and as much as they will, 
of he beauty of virtue, and the deformity 
of vice; of the mutual relations of things, 


and the eternal, immutable difference of 


good and evil ; theſe are indeed true argu- 
ments; nay concluſive, where they are 


rightly apprehended ;' but they are not fit- 


ted for the conviction and uſe of the bulk 
of mankind ; whereas the goſpel precepts 
; are 
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ate, not only plain and cafy to be under- 
ſtood, but recommended, by a divine au- 
thority; and the power of Religion in the 
heart, which is only another word for 
true faith, will ſecure our outward obedi- 
ence ! holineſs and purity in the inward. 
parts will always produce the fruits of 
holineſs and purity in the outward life. In 
a word, whoever is truly come to- Chriſt, 
as I have endeavoured in this diſcourſe to 
ſhew ; whoever has the true faith of the 
goſpel operating in his heart, his life will 
be ſuch as becometh the goſpel of Chriſt ; 
he will be fruitful in al the works of 
righteouſneſs ; he dares not difobey the 
precepts of that religion, which he ſo 
firmly believes to be from God, or neglect 
theſe words of eternal life, by which he 
muſt be judged, at the laſt and great day. 
Here then is the true, ſolid baſis of morah- 
ty, upon which the nobleſt ſuper- ſtructure 
of the . beſt works may ſecurely be raiſed, 
ſuch works as are pleafing to God, and 
cannot fail of being the moſt beneficial to 
ſociety. - The mere moraliſt, who deſpiſes 
the Chriſtian ſcheme, builds on a very ſandy , 
foundation ; his works will never be able 
to endure the. fire, the ſevere judgment 
even of impartial reaſon ; much leſs that 
of a juſt God, His ſcheme, upon exami- 
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6 
nation, will be found "deficient, even in 
regard to its extent, in ſocial duties. It will 
lead bim, perhaps, to do juſtice, but will 
it lead him always to forgive injuries? 
Whereas Chriſtianity includes, and ſuppo- 
ſes all this boaſted morality, and ſtrictly 
enjoins the other, ſhew me therefore the 
true Chriſtian and I will ſhew you the tru- 
Iy moral man. Thus you ' fee, my bre- 
_ . thren, the ſeveral obſtacles that lie in 
the way of men's coming truly unto Chriſt ;: 
and the caules of their & 8 to take his 
yoke upon them, and ſubmit to the Jaws 
of his goſpel. I ſhall ' conclude all with a 
word of advice to thoſe, who, ſenfible of 
their miſery, by fin, of their need of 
Chriſt, as their Sayiour, are afraid leſt 
their many and great ſins may have ren- 
dered them unworthy of the divine mercy. 
As finners, we are all unworthy of every 
good thing; and more efpecially of the 
glorious benefits of redemption; but be 
of good cheer; Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
world to ſave even the chief of ſinners. I 
Will not, I dare not ſay, come unto Chriſt 
with your ſins, unrepented of; but come 
unto him with penitent and contrite 
hearts; with faith in his blood, with 
e irneſt defires of being ſaved by him, not 
only from the condemning power of fin, 
but alſo from the power of its corruption; 
from 
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from its dominion over your ſouls. If thus 


u come unto Chriſt, he will, in nowiſe . 
caſt you out. The greatneſs, the number 
of your fins, will be no bar againſt his 
powerful mercy; for powerful he is to 
ſave, to the uttermoſt, all who come unto 
God by him. Hearken to his own moſt 
gracious invitation to all ſuch penitent and 
returning offenders. Come unto me,, all 
ye that labour, and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you reſt. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn of me, for I 
am meek. and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall 
find reſt unto your ſouls : for my yoke is 
eaſy and my burden is light. Now to him 
who hath loved us, and waſhed us from 


our Sins, in his own blood; to Jeſus .our 


adorable redeemer, together with the fa- 
ther, and the holy ſpirit, three perſons and 
one eternal , God, be glory, praiſe and 
_ thankſgiving, now and for evermore. A- 
men. | | | 
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